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Tiffany Moore
L-R, Chardonnay Singleton, Epiphany Summers and Jamaica Reddick are a part of the
Dream Defender’s action group that hosts Books and Breakfast each month.

Books and Breakfast
PAGE 5
COMMUNITY NEWS

The power
of dreams

PAGE 6
COMMUNITY NEWS

New dentist
in town

INDEX
COMMUNITY

BY RAVEN JOY SHONEL
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG – Every
last Saturday of the month you
can find a small group of people
gathered in Childs Park to eat
breakfast, pick up a book or
two and have educated discussions about culture, social justice issues, political theory and
educational development.
“We make sure that we
have a public library in the park
with good vibes and music,”
said Organizing Director for
Dream Defender Chardonnay
Singleton.
Books and Breakfast is a national program that started in
Ferguson, Mo., after the riots

surrounding the death of Mike
Brown by Darren Wilson, a 28year-old white police officer.
When the schools were subsequently closed, a group of activist and organizers created
the program to feed the minds
and bodies of the youth.
The St. Pete chapter was
started by the Dream Defenders, a group committed to
building a powerful, deep,
local, organization and movement for freedom and liberation in Florida, in April of 2015.
Throughout the two and a half
years, they have fed hundreds
of children and given away
close to 1,000 books.
Books come in through online donations, churches, book-

stores and everyday citizens
who understand that education
is freedom.
“We try to have books about
black culture and issues, black
children’s book, black politics
and political theories,” said 30year-old Singleton.
Everyone is allowed to
come to participate. It’s not a library where you must bring
the books back. They actually
would rather participants keep
the books and build their own
home libraries, especially the
children.
The St. Pete Books and
Breakfast was created after taking a survey of 300 people’s
See BOOKS, page 4

Local filmmakers spotlight homeless
vets in St. Pete
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ST. PETERSBURG – Known
as the Sunshine City, St. Petersburg has the perfect cinematic
landscapes and amazing artwork
all over the city. It also has a
large population of homeless individuals, families and veterans.
Filmmakers Jabaar Edmond
and Cranstan Cumberbatch aim
to not only bring awareness to
St. Pete’s homeless population
but to also shatter the stereotype
of who a homeless person is in
their film entitled “Art in the
City.”
“Art in the City” tells the
story of a homeless war veteran
named Danny, played by Cumberbatch, who suffers from posttraumatic
stress
disorder
(PTSD). Danny meets a woman

Cranstan Cumberbatch, seated, prepared for his role
as a homeless veteran suffering from PTSD by
watching documentaries, field study and
socializing with the homeless population.
who helps him use art to self- the film when making a documedicate. He eventually sells his mentary about the homeless
artwork and finds success in the population that lived in “tent city”
St. Pete art scene.
Edmond got the concept for
See FILM, page 9
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BY INDHIRA SUERO
ACOSTA
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG – Not
everyone waits for their big
break. Some go out and make
the break happen. Such is the
case with Tiffany Moore who
decided to quit her job in the
corporate world at age 38 and
open up her own business,
Moore Eventful, LLC.
She has always been determined and laser-focused on any
activity she sets out to do. In
fact, from kindergarten to high
school graduation, she only
missed one day of school even
when she fell pregnant her junior year.
After many nights of prayer,
Moore told her manager that
God gave her permission to resign.
“I told myself before I reach
the age of 40, I wanted to at least
try to see if I could work for myself,” she said, her face full of
pride.
Right after quitting her corporate job, she used the free
time to take business classes
with the CATCH program and
St. Petersburg Greenhouse.
She learned to build her brand,
created a logo and business
cards, she created a website
and made sure that her legal
structure was put together. Her
strategy worked.
Working in the corporate
sector for different companies
for 16 years, and the last four
being in human resources, she
had to arrange seminars for retirement plans and other little
events for different departments.
It turned into something
that she became very passionate about, and most of all enjoyed it. Once she realized that
she liked doing that more than
the other strenuous work, she
decided to make the big jump.
She prayed and meditated
over a year and a half, and then
jumped.
“I never thought I would be
a business owner. It was something that coming from my parents you just don’t do,” Moore
said.
See EVENT, page 8
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Breaking
the Cycle

Who won?
Dear Editor:
First and foremost, I
want to thank everyone that
has supported our efforts to
win the lease for the Historic Manhattan Casino.
Your calls, emails, texts, donations and prayers mean
more than you can imagine.
Congratulations and best
wishes to the Callaloo
Group.
I have been in business
for close to 30 years. I’ve
had many competitors,
sometimes I come out
ahead and sometimes I
don’t make the cut. It’s one
of the tenets of business,
you are not always going to
win, not every deal is going
to happen and not every
networking session will lead
to a new contact.
That being said, what
happened at the City Council meeting Monday, Nov.
20 wasn’t fair. Alan Delisle,
City Economic Development Manager, confessed,
in front of witnesses, that he
had tilted the scales in favor
of Callaloo.
Let me repeat for emphasis, Mr. Delisle confessed in front of witnesses
that he tilted the scales for
Callaloo.
Am I the only one that is
outraged? Vincent Jackson
approached the city regarding leasing the Manhattan
and/or other projects. His
existing team didn’t want to
go forward with the Manhattan Casino project, so the
city SELECTED where his
investment would and with
whom he would be paired.
Let that sink in.
The city during a period
where groups were gathering to win a contract for the
Manhattan Casino, one of
the most significant cultural
icons in St. Petersburg, gave
one of the four groups competing an unfair advantage.

Councilman Karl Nurse
kept reiterating that The
Callaloo Group had money.
If the only thing missing
was money, why didn’t the
city give the other groups
the opportunity to pitch to
the investor?
They gave the group an
unfair advantage that wasn’t
publicly disclosed until minutes before the lease was
approved.
If you are not outraged,
you are not paying attention. This is not about being
a sore loser; this is about
economic parity for the
African-American community and giving the “havenots” a chance.
I believe the community
and Manhattan Casino
Legacy
Collaborative
(MCLC) did win. Why you
ask? If MCLC had not submitted a stellar proposal, the
Callaloo Group would have
had no reason to revise
their proposal from a fourpager to the final 15 pages
submitted.
The Callaloo Group
would not have had any reason to hire a community liaison to assist with shoring
up their inroads into the
area and garner whatever
local support they could.
They would have had no
reason to bring on someone
with ties to the music world.
I am certain they will say it
was always their intent but
how do we know? These positions were not in their
original proposal and only
came about after MCLC
ideas were reviewed.
Finally, benchmarks
and requirements would
not have been a part of the
city’s lease with the Callaloo
Group without the MCLC
proposal. I think Councilman Nurse stated it best,
and I paraphrase: based on
the fact you have every-

Mock Jurors
$ $ Earn a minimum $110 upon completion $ $
Spend 6-10 hrs on a given wkday night, wkday or wkend
serving as a juror in a mock trial to evaluate settlement of an
actual court case. If you have a valid FL DL or State I.D.,
a U.S. Citizen, and eligible to vote, enroll with us on:
SIGNUPDIRECT.COM (please fill out on line form
completely for consideration) or only if you do not have access
to a computer Call: 1-800-544-5798. (On-line sign up
preferred). *****Mock Trials will be held in Tampa.

REV. DR. ROBERT L.
HARRISON, PH.D.

Men of S.T.E.E.L. Ministries
www.menofsteelministries.com

thing you need in place, we
do not want to see you back
before Council six months
from now asking for more
time or concessions. It was
agreed the group will be
considered in breach of contract if the benchmarks
aren’t fulfilled.
The community won a
guarantee this won’t be another stalled project that
also awarded because they
had money. I would encourage news organizations to
outline for its reader these
guarantees the community
won.
After reading our proposal, several groups and
organizations have already
contacted us about collaboration and offered facilities
for programming. Fundraising will aggressively continue and be our focus for
the coming year.
The MCLC will not go
away. We are moving forward with our planned projects.
Fred
Johnson,
executive director said, “We
will take the music to the
streets.” Be on the lookout
for the Legacy Music Series
commencing in December.
Stay tuned, as we keep
the legacy of the Historic
Manhattan Casino and
MCLC ALIVE!!!!!
Gloria Campbell, President, Manhattan Casino
Legacy Collaborative

PICK OF THE WEEK!
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Praise the Lord.
Child rearing: The lost art of disciplining your kids, what happened? Part 2
Last week I talked about the most
common, old skool approach that was
used to raise kids, namely the baby
boomers and post-baby boomers, I would
venture to say the 45-65 age group, give
or take a few years.
This week I will discuss the progressive methodology.
Progressive child rearing is the current day approach to raising kids, and
well, while it seems to be effective, just a
quick look at our youth, our neighborhoods and their current conditions, one
would beg to differ somewhat.
I’m not blaming all of the societal issues on this group and type of child rearing, but there was a compromise that
spawned most of the issues today.
What I mean by compromise is this:
First, this approach doesn’t fully buy into
raising your kids in the church. Some do
but it’s not a deal breaker just as long as
the parents are good people they will be
good parents.
Second, the technique of “time out”
as a form of punishment is being used
collectively. Third, they used the parenting approach of explaining to your child
why or why not they should or should not
do certain things. Fourth, and to me the
invisible snare, these parents skip talking
“baby talk” to their infants and just speak
plain language.
I’m not sure of the origin of this
methodology but reality TV show hosts
like Dr. Phil, I believe, might have something to do with it. Not to mention the
major issues in the church this spawned
a domino effect of the saints leaving the
church.
What comes to mind is a recent conversation I had with a Generation X married couple.
We were discussing
parenting techniques and an issue that
came up with one of their kids. One of
the parents told one of their kids to go
and do something and the child calmly
explained why they didn’t want to do it
and proceeded to continue playing. That
parent became irate and then proceeded
to challenge the child because it appeared that the child was being openly
disrespectful and disobedient.
Unbeknownst to the child that they
did something wrong because to them it
just wasn’t something they felt like doing
at the time and they just made an “executive” decision to not stop with what they
were currently doing to do what they
were just told to do.
On the surface seems like clear-cut
case of disobedience on the child’s part,
but that’s on the surface. In all actuality,
this is not the case. It’s more the case of
this is only what they know and have
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been exposed to all their young life.
Let me explain.
It’s a “gimme that or there are gonna
be some issues” the moment you decide
not to have Jesus and the Bible as the
foundation when raising your kids. People can attempt to debate this but they
will hands down lose this debate.
Next, based on the effectiveness of
the “timeout” technique, the child could
very well have decided that it wasn’t such
a big deal and timeout wouldn’t be so
bad.
Third, the “Why” technique. I believe
this starts with the “terrible twos” as they
call it when toddlers are so inquisitive and
want to know why everything is as it is.
If parents aren’t careful, they will fall victim of having to explain everything that
the two-year-old doesn’t understand.
Fourth, this one to me is the biggie.
When parents decide that they are not
going to talk baby talk to their infants,
they are not realizing that they are falling
into what I believe is a Venus flytrap and
not realizing it until it’s too late.
They are not realizing that while your
child may or may not be talking at a very
early age, they have skipped from infant
to adolescent and you have raised a small
adult and not a kid.
They are equipped with the advanced
ability to make logical decisions based on
the set of circumstances facing them and
this is not the norm and will cause major
issues as that child continues to grow and
mature.
Their peers will look at them differently, teachers will relate to this and assume it’s just that they are more
advanced than the others kids and again
this can lead to alienating them from the
other kids because they have grown up
mentally too quickly.
For the record, again, I’m no educated expert to the point I took classes,
wrote a thesis and have a master’s or doctorate in child whatever. Remember, the
Lord gave this to me.
However, my wife and I happen to
have raised our six kids for the better
part of their lives and up until they left the
house and are on their own today, they
never received so much as a speeding
ticket, all graduated, two with high honors, all saved, sanctified and are doing
well today.
I know I didn’t have to qualify what
I’m writing but I just don’t want to be another so-called expert without evidence
or something to back it up.
Next week I will discuss the one
methodology, comprehensive, that I believe is the most effective and successful
of the three.
Till next week,
God Bless.
Rev. Dr. Robert L. Harrison, PhD

1-7
8-1
6-8

TheWeeklyChallenger.com

The Weekly Challenger
CON N ECT
W ITH US

is distributed in the following cities:
St. Petersburg • Clearwater • Largo
Tarpon Springs • Dunedin • Safety Harbor

Ethel L. Johnson
CEO/Publisher Emerita
Lyn Johnson

Publisher/General Manager
Advertising

Advertising Dept. 727-896-2922
advertising@theweeklychallenger.com
Lorrie Bellinger

www.TheWeeklyChallenger.com

Art Director
PUBLISHED WEEKLY
on Thursdays
READERSHIP
100,000 monthly
SUBSCRIPTION RATES
$50 for 1 year (local only)
SINGLE COPY 50 cents
ATTN. POSTMASTER:
Send all address changes to:
The Weekly Challenger
P.O. Box 35130
St. Petersburg, FL 33705
NO PAPER?
If you have not received your
paper during delivery,
call (727) 896-2922
DEADLINES

P.O. Box 35130, St. Petersburg, FL 33705
Phone: (727) 896-2922
Fax: (727) 823-2568
Email: editor@theweeklychallenger.com
www.theweeklychallenger.com

All news items, advertising copy and
related art submitted for publication
on Thursday must be received no later
than 4 p.m. Monday.

COLUMNIST’S
DISCLAIMER
The views expressed by The
Weekly Challenger columnists/
advice columnists do not necessarily
reflect the views of The Weekly
Challenger. By publishing such
columns, The Challenger is not
advocating the following of any
advice or suggestion expressed.

best lead the world from racial
antagonism when it accords to
every man, regardless of race,
creed or color, his human and
legal rights. Hating no man,
fearing no man... the Black Press
strives to help every man in the
firm belief that all men are hurt
as long as anyone is held back.

SUBMISSIONS POLICY
Submissions to The Weekly
Challenger may be edited for
reasons of space, clarity or for
considerations of liability. All
submissions become the sole
property of The Weekly Challenger.
The Weekly Challenger reserves the
right to run all or part of any
submission at a later time. Some
submissions may take precedence due
to timeliness or newsworthiness.

THE BLACK PRESS
believes that America can

Volume 50 • Number 15
Published Thursday,
November 30, 2017
12 pages • 1 section
© The Weekly Challenger
All rights reserved. No portions of this periodical
may be reproduced without expressed consent.

THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER, THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 30, 2017

3

COMMUNITY NEWS
A woman of faith
BY INDHIRA SUERO
ACOSTA
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
Eva Randall, 51, grew up
in the church. In a particular way with her gestures and how she
expresses herself, people
can tell she is a woman of
faith.
Ever since the arrival
of her mother from
Omaha, Ga., to St. Petersburg in 1955 to join
Greater Mt. Zion African
Methodist
Episcopal
Church (AME), God
marked Randall’s destiny.
Just as she remembers:
“if you were living in my
mom and dad’s household, you had to go to
church.”
That way of parenting
built her up to become the
woman she is today. She’s
been working as a preschool teacher for 23
years, proudly sings with
the group Voices of Praise,
works as an assistant and
superintendent for the
church’s school and is
also in the dance ministry.
According to her, she just
tries to help around as
much as she can.
“My mom also taught
me the power of prayer.
As a youngster, I didn’t
know how important that
would be until I became
an adult. [During] life trials and situations, prayer
was a huge part that
helped me get through
those things,” she said.
She remembers when
she used to participate in
the Young People Division in the AME church.
As a timid, young girl, the
group offered her the opportunity to meet new
people and participate in
conferences, which also
helped her grow a confident personality.
As an adult, Randall
enjoys the spiritual part
of the church. She is easily found in one of the
Greater Mt. Zion seats
during any given Sunday
morning service. Perhaps wearing long, eyecatching earrings or
donning bright red lipstick while listening to
the music, getting the
Word from Rev. Clarence
Williams or one of the associate ministers, and
then,
applying
the
learned lesson of that day
to her existence.
“In life, everything is
not perfect, so people
come to church to get the
Word to be able to make
it along the way,” she said
while opening her bible
to the book of Ecclesi-

Crist continues push to capitalize
more businesses

astes.
Rock in a wear y
land
Historically
for
African Americans, the
church has represented a
place of protection. In St.
Pete, segregation forced
most “black” churches to
the south side of town.
There’s a reason why
Ninth Avenue South is
known as the Bible belt.
For Randall, the importance of faith goes
back to the harsh times
of the civil rights era, and
nowadays her faith keeps
her strong through the
heavyweight of businesses closing and a failing educational system in
Pinellas County.
That is why she believes in just not only the
minister preaching in the
pulpit but being a part of
a community of faith. She
feels that every believer
should be helping, feeding the hungry or giving
out free clothes.
Randall is worried
about the lack of connection
between
the
churches, mainly because in the past they
were more united.
“They got away from
that, I don’t know why. I
guess sometimes you can
be caught up in your own
church,” she said. “It has
nothing to do with denomination. We all serve
the same God, so it doesn’t matter.”
Another issue that
concerns her is the fact
that men in the churches
still discriminate against
women who decide to
join the ministry. According to the Bethel AME
Church —the first of its
denomination in the nation— the word “mother”
was added in 1953 to the
church’s name and
women “were permitted
to participate in the business of the church corporation for the first time.”
She feels that God
uses
everybody
to
preach his word and
there should not be inequality among his believers.
Her community
“I think being a black
woman, [the biggest
challenge is] money. I
taught preschool for 23
years and I never really
got paid what I was
worth,” she said. “I had
to get out of that and I
work in a public school
now, and I’m still not getting well paid.”
Besides feeding the
soul on Sunday mornings, Randall — who became a vegetarian two

BY GYPSY C.
GALLARDO
Contributor

“Keep God first,
always pray, don’t
look down on family
or children and be
positive,” is the credo
of Eva Randall, a
preschool teacher
who has spent
her whole life in the
AME church.
years ago — believes the
African-American community in St. Pete should
be able to obtain healthy
and nutritious food. She
waits for the day when
the south side can be
filled with groceries
stores that can function
and stay put in the community.
“Everybody says that
the mayor [should fix the
food problem] but I think
that we as African Americans, we know what we
want in our community.
We should be able to
come together, and that’s
where the breakdown is,”
she said. “We need to
come up together as a solution.”
Randall visits the local
library with her husband
on Saturdays. She enjoys
flipping through the
pages of books and entering the universe of silence and peace that only
a place like that gives her.
“Unfortunately, a lot
of our African-American
children don’t want to
read,” she said, her voice
overcome with emotion.
“Reading takes you to
higher heights. People
can’t take knowledge
from you, but they can
take things from you.”
Randall’s motto is to
keep God first, always
pray, don’t look down on
family or children and be
positive.
“I was at the gym for
an hour and 45 minutes
today; I was happy about
that. I don’t say that
every day I do good, but
then I get up the next day
and start over again.
“That’s life,” she said
with a grin spread across
her face.
This story is part of a
50-article series honoring
black women in the
Tampa Bay area.

I AM:
George W. Perkins
By Gwen Reece
George
Wesley
Perkins
was
born
in Gainesville and began
teaching at the age of 16 in
a one-room schoolhouse
in Archer, Fla. He moved
to St. Petersburg in 1925
and became the first principal of Jordan Elementary School and then
Gibbs High School.
When Gibbs opened
during the depression, it
was overcrowded and
under-supplied. He placed
his hope for African Americans in education. To that
end, he worked to build
and enrich the program at
Gibbs High School where
he served as Principal.
Under his leadership,
the school’s campus grew
to include a chemistry lab,
tennis courts, gymnatorium and cafeteria. He also

broadened course offerings to include vocational
disciplines.
Perkins motivated the
community to contribute
to the expansion projects
by establishing a program
in which people bought a
brick for $10. Educators
who taught the trades
classes supervised the
school construction projects with students doing

the work for hands-on experience. St. Petersburg
Vocational
Technical
School has its roots in this
program.
Perkins died in 1955.
He will be remembered as
one of the early AfricanAmerican pioneer educators of St. Petersburg.
Perkins
Elementary
School was named in his
honor.

ST. PETERSBURG –
This Saturday, Congressman Charlie Crist continues the push to help more
community
businesses
leverage capital for growth.
He will host and headline
an “Access to Capital Fair”
convening seven local
lenders and open to entrepreneurs at every stage,
starting at 10 a.m. at Pinellas Technical College, 901
34th St S, St. Petersburg.
The event comes at the
end of another banner year
for new business growth
and capital access in south
St. Petersburg. According
to city tax certifications,
business formations are up
for a fourth consecutive
year.
“Know that I will continue fighting in Washington and here at home for
fair lending and expanded
access to capital for everyone in our community,”

Congressman Crist said.
Crist’s D.C. office emphasizes that businesses of
all sizes are invited, from
“entrepreneurs who don’t
know where to start” to
“existing businesses looking to expand.”
Lenders on-site this
Saturday include Achieva
Credit Union, Bank of
America, Black Business
Investment Fund, Florida
Community Loan Fund,
Regions Bank, Suncoast
Credit Union, Tampa Bay
Black Business Investment
Corporation and USF
Credit Union.
Staff of the Florida
Small Business Development Center, which hosts
an annual capital fair for
Pinellas County, will be
available to advise and support business owners who
attend.
Center Director Dr.
Cynthia Johnson has personally advised several entrepreneurs who spawned
high-profile successes this
year, such as Kendrick

Scott, owner of Heavy’s
Soul Food and Tiffany
Moore, CEO of Moore
Eventful.
“This will further energize our work in South St.
Petersburg,” said Albert
Lee, CEO of the Tampa
Bay Black Business Investment Corporation, which
graduated 10 AfricanAmerican entrepreneurs
from its 16-week CATCH
Program this past Monday.
Lee is one of the key
leaders of a three-year
campaign to speed business growth in south St.
Petersburg. Backed by the
City Urban Affairs division,
the 2020 Plan team, the
Greenhouse and St. Petersburg Chamber, among
others, community partners have intensively
trained and supported 485
entrepreneurs since 2014.
Dozens have accessed capital.
For more info: 727-3186770 or www.crist.house.gov
See ad below.

Congressman Charlie Crist with Mayor Rick Kriseman,
Urban League CEO Watson Haynes, and Towan Rush, owner of
Rush Hour Chicken & Waffles, which celebrated a major expansion
this summer, enlarging its restaurant to a sports bar and grill.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
‘Breaking Out’ instead of giving up
BY ALLEN A. BUCHANAN
Staff Writer

ST.PETERSBURG– Marques A. Clark hosted his first
book signing for the release
of “Breaking Out” at The
Studio@620 last Saturday,
Nov 25.
His latest work evolved
out of a traumatic experience
that altered the trajectory of
his life significantly.
“I just went across town
for a little while when I got a
call that our house caught on
fire,” said Clark.
The then 23-year-old
Clark rushed home but all
he could do was watch in
paralyzing horror as his
house burned down with his
four-month-old son Marques
Antron Lavon Clark, Jr. inside.
“For a whole year after
my son passed, I had what
you call a blackout,” explained Clark, saying that he
was in a total emotional collapse.
“I don’t remember anything that happened in 2007.
I would go to work, go home
and lock myself in my room
and I’d close the door and
shut myself off from the
world. I didn’t want to talk,

socialize or doing anything
with anybody.”
Clark had no outlet at the
time until he picked up a pen
and started journaling.
“I started getting some
of my thoughts and deepest
emotions out that I was
going through,” said Clark,
who feels that this process
helped usher in the healing
process.
“So I wrote, I wrote and I
wrote!”
The more he wrote the
more he analyzed his life as
an at-risk African-American
male who grew up in a female-dominated household
with six sisters and a
younger brother. In a household with no father figure
and one baby brother, he
said his older sister would
rally the younger sisters
against him to win over the
mother if a conflict emerged.
He eventually turned to
the streets for refuge and
dropped out of high school.
The ill-informed decision to
sell drugs to survive introduced him to the penal system.
As Clark stood in front of
his house as it burned down
that tragic day, he made a
vow to himself that he would

turn his life around by mentoring other young men like
himself. In doing so, he redefined his life’s purpose. The
pen became a tool to mold
and shape his new destiny.
“I have to admit that my
first book was a disaster,”
said Clark.
Nevertheless, the young
author said that he found the
courage to go back and
rewrite the book and continue to redefine the purpose
of his life.
“Your dream lies on the
other side of fear,” said Clark
just before he began reading
a poem he wrote entitled
“The Dreamer.”
The program concluded with a raffle drawing for door prizes and
book signing as well as
photos with the author.
For more information
about purchasing the
book, Clark can be
reached via email at marquesinspires@gmail.com,
or online MarquesInspires.wordpress.com or
by phone at (727) 4558348.
To reach Allen Buchanan,
email abuchanan@theweeklychallenger.com

Dream Defenders sponsor Books and Breakfast
BOOKS, from front page

wants and needs in the
Childs Park area. The
consensus was to have adequate wraparound resources for the youth.
“Come and get some
books, share a space with
us and be inspired by
some grown people who’ll
love on you,” Singleton
said.
Different members of
the Dream Defenders’ volunteer squad step up each
month and organize the
breakfast and explore a
new theme that has some
type of political, historical
or educational component.
The cooked food is always
provided by a local blackowned business.
“We talk about how
gentrification
impacts

communities and creates
food desserts,” said volunteer Jamaica Reddick, 26,
who got involved with the
Dream Defenders because she wanted to be a
part of a group that was
impacting the community.
The Dream Defenders
is a statewide social organization that was created after the senseless
death of Trayvon Martin.
They occupied the capital
for 31 days and 30 nights
calling for Trayvon Martin’s Law, which stood in
opposition to the Stand
Your Ground Law.
They eventually got
Gov. Rick Scott to meet
with them, calling a special session. However, the
only solution he offered

was to pray.
“So we were like, ‘OK,
we’ll go home and pray
but we actually need to
get to work in building
community with people
across the entire state,’”
said Singleton, noting that
the St. Pete chapter is one
of three official chapters
in the state.
In St. Pete, the focus is
on community organizing
around school issues.
“Students are getting in
trouble left and right in
school,” she said. “We
know that the discipline
policies in Pinellas County
disproportionately affect
black and brown students.”
The Dream Defenders
is calling for the school
board to create a more

The youth of Childs Park show up every fourth Saturday
for a hot meal, books and stimulating conversation.

just system, end suspensions and remove the police from the schools.
“Because we know
they don’t actually make
our kids safer. They create an environment where
our children feel like they
are being policed,” Singleton said.
It is not just about
protesting
with
the
Dream Defenders, they
work towards having
community
programs
with a consistent and concise campaign where they
are actually pushing the
school board to do right
by black students in Pinellas County.
Epiphany Summers,
25, has been with the
group since August. She

was happy to help organize this month’s breakfast
because she sees the
need for the program.
“I know that there is a
need for programs like
this. South St. Pete is a
food dessert and it’s nice
to be a part of an organization that provides free
breakfast, books and political education,” she said.
Cet Mohamed-Moore,
31, facilitated this month’s
discussion on debunking
the myth of the first
Thanksgiving and the
wholesale slaughter of indigenous people that
came from that “day of
thanks.”
She also touched on
the topic of soul food,
which was originally cele-

bratory food that was not
eaten often and was made
from better ingredients.
Now when the topic of
soul food arises, most people think of fried chicken
and macaroni and cheese
and disregard all of the
vegetation, roots and tubers that were once consumed.
Mohamed-Moore said
part of our ignorance of
how food was prepared is
because we have lost our
African history, culture
and language.
“Black and indigenous
people both share a loss
culture,” she said.
For more information
about the Dream Defenders, visit dreamdefenders.org.

Cet Mohamed-Moore, left, explains how soul food is prepared across the
African diaspora to Denise Ford and others.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
The Florida Department of Transportation is hosting a statewide Toll Rate Rulemaking Public Hearing to provide the
public an opportunity to review and comment on proposed amendments to Rule 14-15.0081, Florida Administrative
Code. This includes the proposal of new toll rates for Turnpike System facilities resulting from toll rate indexing and an
update to select plaza names and milepost numbers.

The hearing will also provide the public an opportunity to review and comment on proposed amendments to Rule 14100.003, Florida Administrative Code and 14-100.004, Florida Administrative Code. These amendments update the
pricing policy on Turnpike System express lanes and extend express lane toll exemptions on 95 Express.

: UH
:H
UH+LULQJ
+LULQQJ
  





 

LI\RX
\RX UH
LLI

The hearing will be held on:
DATE: Tuesday, December 12, 2017

TIME: 6:00 p.m.
SDVVLRQDWH

The hearing will be conducted as a webinar, which is a live presentation over the internet that allows
attendance from a personal computer. Registration for the webinar is required. Registration and additional
information can be found at:

http://www.floridasturnpike.com/rulemakingnotice2017.html
A site access location is also available for those persons without computer and/or internet access at the
following location:
Hillsborough County Center
Planning Commission Board Room, 18th Floor
601 East Kennedy Boulevard
Tampa, FL 33602
Public participation is solicited without regard to race, color, national origin, age, sex, religion, disability or family status. If you have any questions,
please contact Chad Huff, Public Information Manager, at )ORULGD¶V Turnpike Enterprise, 1-800-749-7453. Persons who require special accommodations
for the meeting under the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1991 or who require translation services (free of charge) should contact Justin Hannah,
AICP at )ORULGD¶V Turnpike Enterprise (407) 264-3822 at least seven calendar days prior to the meeting.
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Inspiring service to the community
ST. PETERSBURG –
Members of the St. Petersburg Alumni of Kappa
Alpha Psi and Kappa
League delivered and
handed out turkeys to 24
families for the Thanksgiving holiday Nov. 21 at
the Enoch Davis Center.
Publix Supermarket
and community members
made donations to assist
in purchasing the turkeys

with all the trimmings.
“One of our core objectives for Kappa Alpha
Psi Incorporated is to inspire service in the public
interest.
We
have achieved that objective in the community
since 1962 and we see this
as a means to serve our
community,” said Polemarch Tyronne Laury, St.
Petersburg Alumni of

Kappa Alpha Psi.
The young men of the
Kappa League Male Leadership Institute were instrumental
in
the
giveaway as well. They
helped to sign in and deliver the turkeys to families in the St. Petersburg
area. This event gave the
young men the opportunity to see the importance
of community service.

Visionary
Brief
by Keisha Bell, Esq.

The power of dreams
Some have labeled her “flamboyant.”
Others said she was “loud.” Many called
her “selfish,” “controversial” and a “problemed-person.” What if, however, she was
simply a sensitive, creative soul that was
more committed to the evolution of her
true self than being stifled by societal expectations of her presentation? Would
people be less judgmental and more loving if they understood what she seemed
to know — the factual adage that “life is
short?”
Meet Lisa Nicole Lopes, also known
as “Left Eye.” Lopes won four Grammy
Awards with the 1990s all-girl group TLC.
She died at 30 years old.
At 19, Lopes went to Atlanta to audition for what would later become known
as “one of the biggest female groups of all
time” — TLC. The group introduced itself
to the world in 1992 with its first album
“Ooooooohhh... On the TLC Tip.” It sold
six million copies worldwide which was
phenomenal. More hit albums soon followed. By the end of the ‘90s, however,
Lopes had had enough. She wanted to
pursue separate projects as well as develop new musical talent.
Lopes is quoted as saying in the May
1999 issue of “Vibe” magazine: “I’ve graduated from this era. I cannot stand 100
percent behind this TLC project and the
music that is supposed to represent me.”
At that time, her decision did not sit
well with the remaining TLC members.
Lopes held her position. She went on to
expand her solo career as well as help develop new musical artists. No one knew
that she would be dead a short time later.
Have you ever made a decision to pursue something that seemed greater than
you but your “group” strongly objected?
The master plan is always greater than
self. Following it is not always easy.
Because of Lopes’ determination, she
was able to devote her attention to assisting the people her heart called her to
help. In addition, the bond between Lopes
and the members of TLC was greater

Photos courtesy of Eddie Jackson, Jr.

Lisa Nicole Lopes
than the friction between them. Before
her death, they reached a place of peace
rooted in the love they sincerely shared
for one another.
Lopes acquired numerous headlines
after first being introduced to the world in
1992. Some were positive. Others were
not. Her honesty about her struggles with
alcoholism and her involvement in abusive relationships warns us to not equate
“success” with an absence of struggle.
Lopes’ life illustrates the power of
dreams. She dreamt to sing. She dreamt
to rap. She dreamt to be a member of a
successful musical group. She dreamt to
be a solo artist. She dreamt to discover
and mentor new talent. She dreamt to
help children and families in need. She
even dreamt of her death.
Engraved on her casket are the following lyrics that Lopes rapped in the
TLC song, “Waterfalls:”
Dreams are hopeless aspirations, in
hopes of coming true, believe in yourself,
the rest is up to me and you.
Think about it. What are you dreaming?
Keisha Bell is an attorney, author, and
public servant. www.emergingfree.com

BUILDING A

SMARTER
ENERGY FUTURE

We’re working hard to deliver the future Florida families and communities deserve, like a stronger grid for better reliability,
more clean, renewable energy and new ways for you to control your energy use now – and in the years ahead.

Here’s what our investments mean for you:
RELIABLE

CLEANER

BETTER CONTROL

• Investments to strengthen and secure the energy grid
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• New bill-lowering tools for every budget

• Better reliability and fewer/shorter outages

• Using more clean natural gas and renewables like solar

• More customer control over energy use

WWW.DUKE-ENERGY.COM//FLFUTURE
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Smile, there’s a new dentist
in town
BY KARIN DAVISTHOMPSON
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
Patients of the Ligon and
Ligon Dental Group may
have noticed a new, yet
familiar face in the office.
Dr. Michael Battle, DDS,
a new dentist on staff
with the group, is returning to St. Petersburg
after a 10-year absence
from the area.
Battle and his family
were members of the
community from 19942006 when he practiced
dentistry in St. Petersburg.
“I enjoyed my stay
here,” he said. “My kids
grew up here. My
daughter attended Boca
Ciega High School and
my sons played for the
Lakewood Spartans football team.”
After enjoying the
Florida sun for more
than 20 years, Battle
moved to North Carolina
to practice there, and
while he did enjoy it, he
said he didn’t realize just
how much he would
miss the Tampa Bay
area. He decided Florida

would be a great place to
return to and practice
dentistry until he is
ready to retire.
“You
know
it’s
funny,” Battle said, “you
never know how much
you miss Florida until
you leave. I decided St.
Pete would be a good
place to finish my career.”
Battle is a general
dentist and can perform
a variety of necessary
procedures including
implants, root canals, fillings, etc. He said he
wants to encourage the
community and his patients to visit the dentist
regularly.
“Your oral health is
tied to your overall
health,” he said. “If you
practice routine visits,
you can stop things before they become a real
problem.”
Along with practicing
at Ligon and Ligon, Battle said he is eager to get
active in the community
again and is ready to encourage people to make
oral health a priority.
“Dentistry is always a
way to give back,” he explained. “It is a way to be

Dr. Michael Battle, DDS
of service to my community and an opportunity
to help others.”
Battle is a graduate
of Howard University
with a degree in zoology.
He
also
attended
Meharry Medical College and received a DDS
(Doctor of Dental Surgery) in 1983.
“I am excited to
rekindle old friendships,
see old faces and even
meet new people,” said
Battle, who is currently
accepting new patients.
For more information on his availability,
call (727) 323-8176.

Motivated to lose!
BY DEXTER MCCREE
Feature Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
As a top athlete excelling
on the football field,
William “Billy” Swain put
forth maximum effort on
winning and gaining advantages. From his early
high school days starring
for the Lakewood Spartans to his college days at
Southern Illinois University, winning and not losing was a large part of the
expectation.
To go along with hard
work and dedication, athletes focus on gaining
strength, adding bulk to
their muscles and eating
the right amount of protein and carbohydrates to
use as fuel for their get up
and go. It’s part of the
recipe for victory while
they are in their glory
playing days.
Then, the stadium
lights are turned off and
the crowd is no longer
cheering.
That part of the game
gets passed on to the next
set of high dreamers who
are looking to a professional team roster with a
six-figure income.
“I’ve been an athlete
since I was six years old,
so training was an integral
part of my life,” said
Swain. “I was small and
quick, so I could eat whatever I wanted. Gaining
weight wasn’t an issue except I needed to put
weight on my 5”8,” 165
lbs. frame to absorb being
hit. I wanted to play college football and the players were a lot bigger than
I.”

After high school,
Swain went on to play Division I-AA football for
Southern Illinois University in Carbondale, Ill. In
order to be competitive,
he packed on the pounds
and became a beast in the
weight room. As a result,
he added 20 pounds of
bulk.
That’s great for the
football field, but not so
much when the playing
days are done. When the
stadium lights were
turned off on Swain’s football career, his life took a
turn.
He started a career
with the Department of
Children and Families
and was the heaviest he
had ever been, including
his days of playing football. After years of unhealthy eating, erratic
meal times and little exercise, things changed and
brought about a different
motivation.
His parents had spent
years of eating traditional
Sunday dinners and unhealthy meals every day.
It may have been great for
fellowship, but it was damaging to their bodies. Following years of visiting
doctor after doctor, they
found themselves taking
heavy doses of medication
and both diagnosed with
high blood pressure.
Their condition led to
them being on dialysis
and eventual death. It affected him tremendously.
“The process of my
parents’ decline scared
me into eating healthy
and exercising,” said
Swain. “I changed my eating habits and reduced

my intake of fried food.”
Swain said he started
eating
more
baked
chicken with salad, green
vegetables and fruit. Now
he eats a lot of baked fish
and has included an exercise regime.
“I knew what to do all
along. Living became my
motivation,” he said.
Swain lost 40 pounds
in six months. When he
started his exercise program, he couldn’t run a
whole lap (one mile)
around Lake Vista Park.
So he’d run some and
walked some, but it was
important to keep moving. He now has a daily
exercise routine including
running four miles a day.
His motivation was to
lose.
“Today I feel great,”
said Swain. “I have more
energy and I sleep better.
There is always time to
exercise. The next time
that you are doing nothing, think about what you
could be doing that could
benefit you and your family.”
That mentality may
give you the motivation to
lose.
To reach Dexter McCree, email dmccree@theweeklychallenger.com

Alumni Singers Christmas concert
ST. PETERSBURG –
The Alumni Singers of St.
Petersburg is pleased to
announce the upcoming
event of its annual Christmas Concert, which will
be held at 4:00 p.m. on
Sunday, Dec. 10, at Lakewood United Methodist
Church, 5995 Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr. Street
South in St. Petersburg.
The concert is under
the direction of director,
Janice Hogans of St. Petersburg. The choir will be
accompanied by Dorothy
Jenkins of St. Petersburg
and LaTerry Butler of
Sarasota.
The Alumni Singers,

W E E NCOURAGE
L ETTERS TO THE E DITOR !

founded in 1980, is dedicated to the preservation
of the African-American
experience through spirituals and gospel music
and to continuing more
than thirty years of
“Singing with Love and
Harmony.”

The organization is
comprised of singers from
high schools, colleges and
universities from all over
Florida and throughout
the United States.
The Alumni Singers of
St. Petersburg is a 501(c)3
not-for-profit corporation
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Kindness reigns supreme at the second annual National FAM Awards
TAMPA – Every metropolitan area wants to be associated with recognizing
the good works of caring
people. The Tampa Bay
area certainly fit that description thanks to the second annual National FAM
Awards.
This Academy Awards
for kindness was staged by
For the Family, Inc. to
honor the Parent, Son/
Daughter, Sister/Brother
and Family Volunteer of the
Year. The awards ceremony
took place at the Children’s
Board of Hillsborough
County in Tampa.
Administrator W. Ward
Cox said it’s time we remembered that our community is built on the fact
that we’re all in this together: “This world has a lot
more good than evil. So
much of what we see, hear,
and read is about people behaving badly, but that doesn’t define who we really
are.”
More than 30 people
were nominated from as far
away as Michigan. While
their kindness was just as
diverse, the Family Volunteer of the Year candidates
were especially noteworthy.
Family Flame Award
winner Marcia Minutello
and her husband raised
nine foster children in New
York (some with special
needs), before opening a
photography business in
Florida. They then adopted
three other special needs
children. For the past several years, she has implemented a service that helps
strengthen the bond between adoptive parents and
their children by giving a
set of free professional photos to these families.
However, that is only
one aspect of what made

Minutello the Family Volunteer of the Year. She helped
present a strategic plan for
improving services for
adoptive families to former
Governor Lawton Chiles as
a charter member of the
Family Council.
She is also a co-founder
of the Night of 1000 Stars,
which centers on a special
dinner and dance for people
with disabilities. In addition,
Marcia is an outspoken advocate for increasing assistance to children with
handicaps that result from
being born to mothers addicted to drugs and serves
on the Hillsborough County
Diversity Advisory Council.
She contrasts the challenges of being a foster parent in Florida compared to
New York: “Here, you have
to fight for services that
people in New York receive
without question. Their
dedication is even more
amazing under the circumstances.”
William Hazellief of the
Thomas “Jet” Jackson
Recreation Center was selected as the second prize
winner, in part because of
his commitment to helping
youths who could really use
a break in south St. Pete.
He earned a framed
FAM certificate along with
a $50 gift card. His dedication goes far beyond the
scope of his job, for he has
been involved in various
youth development programs for well over a
decade, and his passion is to
encourage good grades,
school attendance and
other life-changing actions.
Hazellief also secures
donations from the community to help the homeless.
He and his wife were on
hand at the ceremony said,
“I never expected to be hon-

ored for what I love to do.”
Meanwhile, Elizabeth
Hogsdon of St. Petersburg
earned honorable mention
in the same category for
volunteering to help The
Kind Mouse in its efforts to
ease the burden of vulnerable families. A teenager
who presides over the
agency’s Mice Interns, she
has helped feed more than
55,000 people since joining
the organization. Executive
Director Gina Wilkins
praised her ability to mentor
fellow interns, as well as her
personal growth.
Tyron Walker and his
wife Michelle exemplify
dedication of a different
sort. They took in Crystal
Vallery after her father died
when she was 14. She had
nowhere else to turn because group homes do not
normally accept human
trafficking survivors. More
than 900 trafficking victims
and foster children have
been helped since that first
intervention. The couple
now operates four group
homes that currently serve
nearly two-dozen youth.
He was chosen as Parent of The Year after Crystal
and Godlynn Profitt (another girl helped by the
Walkers) submitted a oneminute nomination video.
As a result, he earned the
Family Flame Award and a
$100 gift card but had no
idea what was about to happen: “I thought we were
just going shopping.”
The giving spirit of
Quinton Roles earned him
Brother of the Year honors.
Quinton stepped up heroically in the wake of his sister’s death at age 26 from
Type 1 diabetes. She left
behind a two-year-old son
that Quinton adopted as a
single father. Otherwise,

Calvin would have ended up
in foster care with all the uncertainties that go with it.
Roles humbly accepted
the Family Flame Award by
saying: “There’s no question about what to do when
it comes to family,” Calvin
then grabbed the microphone and entertained as
only a two year old can.
Jayden Preston has
dealt with many more
health problems than a
child of nine deserves.
After overcoming childhood diabetes, he was diagnosed with an even more
serious kidney condition
called Nephodic Syndrome.
He then was hospitalized
with a large blood clot in his
heart.
Felicia Bevel is his
mother and has risen to the
challenge in her own right.
“Jayden never cried or
complained,” said Bevel,
who informed that he’s now
back in school after a two
year absence.
After receiving his Family Flame Award, Jayden
shyly said that “I’m really
excited to be back with my
friends.”
One heartwarming fact
is that the actions of each
nominee warranted a Family Flame Award. For instance, Larry and Cathy
Coker adopted their grandchildren when their daughter died with little warning.
The Cokers especially impressed case manager
Daphne Choute of Gulf
Coast Jewish Family and
Community Services by
their ability to focus on what
their grandchildren needed
even as they grieved.
In addition to having
adopted three children
along with her husband
Fred, Lisa Jimenez regularly takes care of other

Jayden Preston and his mother Felicia Bevel
share a quiet moment before Jayden was
named Son of the Year at the second annual
National FAM Awards
adopted children so that
their parents can get a
much-deserved break. Her
experience is also tremendously beneficial in guiding
adoptive parents past their
specific challenges.
She serves as both a
mentor and tutor to students and is actively involved in PTA. In addition,
Jimenez volunteers in a
wide assortment of special
events at the Sylvia Thomas
Center as serves as Board
Treasurer for the agency.
Chris Dingle takes time
off from work to run errands for two disabled
cousins while also taking
them to doctor’s appointments and helping them
with housework. She also
travels to South Carolina to
assist her disabled aunt.
While many wonderful
people were nominated to
receive a National FAM
Award, Tiana Jackson’s example is particularly inspiring. The Full Service
Center (FSC) at Just Elementary School provided
both resources and emotional support to help make
it possible for her to graduate from Jefferson High

School.
Jackson has effectively
channeled her gratitude to
benefit several FSC endeavors, but most notably has
taken the initiative in obtaining essential items so that
the center’s Basic Needs
Boutique can assist families
through their own challenges.
It’s not too early to nominate someone to be honored at the third annual
National FAM Awards. Just
send your one-minute cell
phone video to ForTheFamilyTampa@gmail.com. All
nominees will be eligible to
win the Family Flame
Award and a $100 Gift Card.
“The biggest winners
will be those who gain from
the kindness that keeps us
on track. It’s way more powerful than the evil that some
people want to shove down
our throats,” said Cox.
Please
visit
www.StrongerCommunity.c
om to learn how For The
Family mentors parents to
find their own solutions
when times get tough and
enables people who are suffering in silence to speak up
and be heard.

The Resistance March ignites the African community
BY ANNE HIRSCH

ST. PETERSBURG —
Barely a week after the
general elections in St. Petersburg, grassroots organization Communities
United for Reparations and
Economic Development
(CURED) partnered with
the International People’s
Democratic Uhuru Movement to conduct the Resistance
March
last
Monday, Nov. 13.
The march started at
the police station and
ended on the corner of
16th Street and 18th Avenue South, the site where
a senseless murder took
place 21 years ago.
Nov. 13 marked the
exact day in history that
the Uhuru Movement and
the African working class
community were attacked
by the City of St. Pete.
The way was October
24, 1996, when two St.
Pete police officers, James
Knight and Sandra Minor,

murdered an 18-year-old
African by the name of
Tyron Lewis. While the
police collaborated with
white power media outlets
to criminalize Lewis and
the rest of the African
community, it was the
African working class that
rose up courageously to
defend his life.
Following this murder,
the black community anxiously awaited the verdict
of the two officers responsible for this murder. As
the people were getting
ready to attend the weekly
Wednesday
meeting,
which that week intended
to sum up what the non-indictment of Knight and
Minor meant politically,
the violent intervention by
the city ended in part two
of the famous “Battle of St.
Pete.”
It’s a scene still etched
in the memories of what’s
left of the black community. The city shooting
every ounce of tear gas

they had into the Uhuru
House, no regard for the
lives of pregnant women
and children or revolutionary leaders such as Chairman Omali Yeshitela, the
founder of the Uhuru
Movement.
In fact, it was clear that
they hoped when the haze
of the tear gas subsided,
the Uhuru Movement
would finally be extinguished. However, they
foolishly underestimated
the strength and the bravery of the African working
class.
Every ounce of tear
gas, attempted fires, a helicopter and 300 police officers later, the African
community was victorious
as bloodied police fled the
scene as an officer radioed, “Pull the troops
back, we’re under heavy
fire.”
Killing an African with
impunity is supposed to be
a normal occurrence
under this system of colo-

nialism. That was not the
case 21 years ago and it
wasn’t the case on Monday as people gathered at
the steps of the police station hearing the mobilizing speeches of Liu
Montsho Kwayera, the
local chapter president of
InPDUM, Akile Anai,
chairwoman of CURED,
and Jesse Nevel, viceChair of CURED.
The people took to the
streets chanting “Tyron
Lewis, Long Live!” and
“We, the people, will not
accept defeat, we still remember the Battle of St.
Pete.”
The African community was ignited. People
watched from their homes
or cheered on from nearby
convenience stores, reciting the chants back at the
marchers. Several people
joined the march, many
others honked their horns
and thrust their fists out
the window. This display
made it clear that the

African community is still
ripe with resistance!
To
conclude
the
evening, Montsho Kwayera and Anai rallied everyone at the street corner
where InPDUM members
erected the third community memorial street sign
renaming 18th Avenue as
Tyron Lewis Avenue.
It was a powerful and
energizing demonstration
that visibly lifted the spirits
of the African community.
While the city government is gentrifying our
communities, forcing us

into economic starvation
and brutalizing/murdering us with the police, our
vision of the future is still
optimistic.
With
organizations
such as InPDUM and
CURED on the ground,
social and economic justice, reparations, black
community control of the
police and more have been
and will continue to be
forced into the mainstream discussion.
Because of these organizations, Tyron Lewis
will not have died in vain.
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Bulletins • Bibles • Sunday School books
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The men’s group of
St. Augustine's Episcopal Church

2920 26th Ave. South
will hold their parish YARD SALE on
Friday, 12/01/17
and
Saturday 12/02/17.
Time:
9:30am to 3:30pm
on both days.
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Gulfport
Casino Ballroom

5500 Shore Blvd. S.,
Gulfport, FL 33707
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Mary Allen: 727-327-7717
Jacquelyn Williams: 727-864-3323
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REEVES BUILDING, PLUMBING
& ROOFING CONTRACTOR
Over 37 Years in Tampa Bay

Specializing In:
Painting • Drywall • Flooring • Plumbing • Windows
Roofing • Soffit & Fascia Cabinets • Kitchen & Bath
Garage & Porch Rehabilitation • Custom Home Remodeling
Approved Rehabilitation Contractor for: City of Tampa, Hillsborough County,
City of St. Petersburg, Pinellas County and Polk County

Call MICHAEL REEVES - Phone/Fax 813-238-6197
Email: reevesbuilding@verizon.net • www.ReevesBuilding.com
Licenses:

CFC025588

CCC1326860

CBC1251478

A DAY ON,
NOT A DAY OFF
Monday, Jan. 15, 2018
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Old school
Moore was born and
raised in St. Petersburg.
Her days a little girl were
difficult, she had to grow
up in an all-white neighborhood and face the
challenges of not being
accepted by whites or
blacks.
She
has
always
sought ways to be more
than what societal norms
imposed on her. She
grew up in a household
where the mindset was—
her father one of the first
black firefighters in the city
and mother always working management jobs in retail—getting a job, sticking
with it, retire and never go
into business because it
was too hard.
“I was a little nervous to
even tell my father that I
was going to resign and
start my own business because I know how he is,
and I gave up everything to
pursue this business venture of mine,” she said.
The struggle
Women have been oppressed for so long that
now that they have a voice,
they fight not to be silenced. For Moore it’s simple, a woman goes after
what she wants to do in life.
“Back in the day
women didn’t have a say.
Now we can, and we do,”
she said.
According to findings
published by the Census
Bureau’s inaugural Annual
Survey of Entrepreneurs in
2016, the majority of small
businesses in the United
States were run by white
men. While based on the
data from 16 firms on the
Fortune 500 list published
in 2017, they also account
for 72 percent of corporate
leadership.
As Tiffany puts it,
African-American women
have two strikes against
them: race and gender.
“Some of us can have
the same qualifications as
others, but we have to
work 10 times harder to

Moore Eventful, LLC, owned by Tiffany Moore,
offers decoration for corporate events,
birthday parties, anniversaries, baby showers
and bridal showers, among other services.
prove ourselves. Even
when we’ve come so far,
people just aren’t ready for
the black female to flourish,” she said. “Even trying
to get a business loan, it’s
hard. I haven’t tried yet, but
I know from horror stories
that it’s really hard.”
For African-American
men, they face different
challenges, albeit the same
result. Moore added that it
doesn’t matter how hard
they try, society is going to
see them in a negative way.
“I think that [for men]
there’s a stigma, a mindset
that no matter what I do
I’m going to remain oppressed,” she said. “We
[women] can teach them
to go for what you know
and even if it doesn’t work,
at least you can say you
gave it an honest effort.”
Moore said that black
women are stereotyped as
the “angry black woman”
but what people are mixing
up is someone who’s keeping it real with someone
that’s just voicing their
opinion. There’s a difference. She learned it in
years of working in corporate America.
“If you’re a white
woman, you can go mad
and it’s just ‘oh, Suzy is having a bad day.’ But if
Tamika has a bad day and
Tamika is going off it’s ‘oh,
she’s another angry black

woman,’” she explained.
Accomplishing goals
Being
a
single,
teenaged mother didn’t
stop Moore from accomplishing her goals.
“I always wanted to succeed and my father was my
biggest pusher because he
was a little disappointed,”
she said. “He thought that
I was going to be a statistic
and every time that I
taught about giving up, I
thought about that voice in
my head: ‘you’re going to
be a statistic.’”
She not only finished
high school but also holds
two degrees. Moore now
teaches her children to not
only be goal setters, but
also goal-getters. Her hard
work has paid off too, for
example, her daughter is
getting ready to graduate
from the University of
South Florida next year.
“My daughter is going
to be 21, she’s not pregnant, I did something right.
My son is 17, he doesn’t
get anybody pregnant... It
doesn’t mean the cycle has
to repeat,” said Moore, as
she quickly knocked on
wood to ward off evils.
For more information
on Moore Eventful, visit
www.mooreeventful.com.
This story is part of a
50-article series honoring
black women in the Tampa
Bay area.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Reader’s Choice Bookstore hosts local writers
BY ALLEN A.
BUCHANAN
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
Local African-American
authors gathered together with book lovers to
commemorate the 20th
anniversary of Reader’s
Choice Bookstore, 4341
34th St. S, Saturday, Nov.
25.
Tangela Murph Bailey
opened Reader’s Choice
Bookstore 20 years ago

when she realized she
couldn’t find any books
pertaining to African
Americans in the mainstream bookshops. She
began selling books from
her trunk, finally opening
a storefront.
Authors
Meloney
Washington
(“Natural
Hair Care”), Rashida
Strober (“A Dark Skin
Woman’s Revenge”) and
mentor/life coach and
motivational speaker Dederick Woodard (“Discover

U”) were just a few of the
authors on hand to speak
briefly about their books.
Reader’s Choice carries a large selection of
book and gift items as
well as church supplies
such as bibles, Sunday
school books, communion supplies, bible covers,
Christian art, choir and
pastoral robes, which
need to be ordered in advance.
For more information
call (727) 867-3696.

‘Art in the City’ at the Palladium Dec. 9
FILM , from front page

across the street from St.
Vincent De Paul on Third
Avenue North.
While shooting, he met
a homeless war veteran
who was also a former
mailman. As he began to
tell his story, Edmond realized that he needed to
educate himself on the
correlation between veterans and homelessness.
“He began to tell me
his story and I realized
that a lot of people didn’t
really understand that a
large percentage of veterans are homeless here in
St. Pete,” he explained.
“The face of homelessness
wasn’t quite what I imagined so I was sure other
people didn’t know.”
Edmond decided to
write a fictional story that

could bring the information to light in a respectful
manner, but at the same
time be truthful to the circumstances. His documentary entitled “Will
Work for Food” became
the basis for “Art in the
City.”
The film, which made
its debut in Jan. of this
year at the Sunshine City
Film Festival at Sundial,
was co-written, co-directed
and co-produced by both
Edmond and Cumberbatch. Since its debut, it
has been shown at the
Carter
G.
Woodson
African American Museum, The Studio@620,
American Stage, at city
hall for the mayor and city
council, just to name a few
places.

“We’ve had a tremendous showing of this film
and it’s toured all over the
city,” said Edmond. “We’ve
had a lot of good reviews
and that’s really been the
catalyst for us showing it
so many times.”
Saturday, Dec. 9, “Art
in the City” will be
screened at its largest
venue to date, the Palladium Theater at 253 Fifth
Ave. N, St. Petersburg.
When Cumberbatch
inquired about showing
their film there, the only
booking they could get
was Dec. 9.
“With such a huge opportunity, we just had to
go for it,” said Edmond.
With not much time
to promote, they are still
hopeful it will sell out be-

cause of the subject matter.
“You rarely hear
about stories pertaining
to African-American veterans, so this is unique
because it is centered on
a black war vet who overcomes adversity to become a successful artist
in St. Pete, the city of the
arts,” Edmond said.
By linking the two
subjects together, the
filmmakers hope to bring
awareness to programs
that serve veterans such
as the Rapid Re-housing
program at St. Vincent de
Paul and the Beacon
House. They feel that it’s
all about connecting the
veterans with the programming.
The film brings light

to the communication
gap between ser vice
providers and the people
who they wish to ser ve.
During the process of
writing the film, Edmond
spoke with caseworkers
and found out that there
are a lot of unused resources.
“We want to reinforce
that there is help out
there and there are ways
to get help.”
After the Dec. 9
screening, there will be a
panel discussion with veteran Benjamin Smet and
Retired Master Sergeant
Milton White both from
the University of South
Florida, Bob Devin Jones,
co-founder of The Studio@620 and others.
The discussion will

open up a dialogue about
PTSD, the art scene in St.
Pete, homeless matters
and possible solutions.
“Maybe we can fill in
the gap and help someone get in contact with an
agency or group that they
might not have known
about, or maybe we can
help an agency or group
connect with another
agency or group,” said
Edmond.
Tickets are $10 and
organizations and nonprofits are urged to sponsor a row of seating for
$100 for veterans, homeless individuals, artist
and advocates for PTSD.
For more information,
please contact Jabaar Edmond at (727) 320-6264 or
jabaaredmond@ymail.com.

Art in the City – St. Pete on the big screen
Local filmmakers tell the story of homelessness and mental illness in the veteran community

Saturday, December 9th at 3 p.m. | Palladium, 253 5th Ave N, St. Petersburg | Cost: $10
Organizations and nonprofits are urged to sponsor a row of seating for veterans, homeless individuals, artist, and advocates for PTSD.

The film stars Stephanie Joy Porto, Cranstan Cumberbatch and
co-stars the beautiful city of St. Petersburg and it’s one of a kind murals and landscape.
Watch for cameo appearances from Jabaar Edmond, Carla Bristol, Debbie Garrett, Roderick Cunningham, Bruce Street
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
First Baptist Institutional Church

955 20th Street South • St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 894-4311
Email: info@mzprogressive.org
Website: www.mzprogressive.org

3144 Third Avenue South,
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-323-7518

Sunday Worship Services............................7:45 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School...................................................................9:00 a.m.
Wednesday Mid-Day Bible Study .......................Noon - 12:30 p.m.
Wednesday Prayer Service ...............................................6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study ....................................................6:30 p.m.
Youth Chapel Services - 921 20th Street South
Sunday Worship Service .................................................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Small Group Bible Study ..............................6:30 p.m.
Rev. Louis M. Murphy Sr.
Senior Pastor

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.

Mission Statement:

Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

Impact the world by equipping believers
to reach the lost with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Come Worship With the First Baptist Family

BETHEL METROPOLITAN BAPTIST CHURCH

First Mount Zion Missionary Baptist Church

3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711

Telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com Web site: www.bmmbc.org

1121 22nd Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 327-8708

Sunday Worship Service ....................10:15 a.m.
Sunday School .....................................9:00 a.m.

Teen Summit (Wednesday)..................7:00 p.m.

Rev. Wallace Elliott
Sr. - Pastor

Bible Study (Wednesday) ....................7:00 p.m.

“God’s House To The City”

YOUR

Elder Willie Williamson, Pastor
First Lady, Patricia Williamson
1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-896-4356

CHURCH AD COULD
BE HERE

SERVICES
Sunday
Sunday School – 9:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11 a.m.
Tuesday
Morning Prayer – 9 to 10 a.m.
Wednesday YPWW Bible Study – 7:30 p.m.

Call: 727-896-2922

Victory Christian Center Church

20th Street
Church Of Christ

3012 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712
(727) 321-0911
www.Victorychristiancenterchurch.org

Pastor
Claude Williams

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.
*Nursery and Youth Services Available

BETHEL COMMUNITY
BAPTIST CHURCH
2901 - 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL. 33712
(727) 866-2567
SERVICES
Sunday School:
8:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service:
9:30 a.m.
Bible Study: Wednesdays
at 6:30 p.m.
Rev. Manuel Sykes

Sunday Worship Services 8:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School.............................9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting (Tuesday) ...........6:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Tuesday) .................7:00 p.m.
Baptist Training Union (Sunday) ..4:00 p.m.

“The Little Church Where Everybody Is Somebody”

Rev. Rickey L. Houston,
Pastor

Queen Street Church of God in Christ

Schedule of Services
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.
(except Wednesdays)

REV. DR. WAYNE G. THOMPSON,
PASTOR

Bro. Robert Smith

825 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Home: 896-8006

Sunday Bible Class (All Ages)
Sunday Morning Worship
Sunday Evening Worship
Ladies Bible Class Monday
Monday Evening Bible Class
Wednesday Morning Bible Class
Wednesday Evening Bible Class

..........8:30 a.m.
..........9:45 a.m.
.........6:00 p.m.
..........7:00 p.m.
..........7:00 p.m.
........10:00 a.m.
............7:00 p.m.

GENESIS
WORSHIP
CENTER
CHURCH
1601 49th Street South
Gulfport, FL 33707
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship
Pastor Michael T. and
10:30 a.m.
Elect Lady Sheila Culbreth

YOUR
CHURCH
AD
COULD BE
HERE!
Contact:
www.TheWeekly
Challenger.com

YOUR CHURCH AD COULD BE HERE
Contact: 727-896-2922
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 321-6631 • www.stmarkch.org
Schedule of Services
Church School ..................................... 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ............................... 10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union......................... 5:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Wednesday 7:00 p.m.

THE ROCK OF JESUS MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
SUNDAY SERVICES/WEEKLY ACTIVITIES
10:30 a.m. Worship Service
9:00 a.m. Breakfast (First Sunday only)
9:30 a.m. Sunday School (First Sunday Only)
Sunday School 9:15 a.m. / Devotion 10:15 a.m.
Praise & Worship 10:20 a.m. / Worship Services 10:30 a.m.
Saints of Prayer - Monday 12:00 noon
Weekly Bible Study - Tuesday 6:30 p.m.
Adult Choir Rehearsals - Thursday 6:30 p.m.

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015

Rev. Brian K. Brown

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVE. S., St. Petersburg, Florida
Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Email: rojmbe@knology.net
Office Hours: Tues. & Thurs. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Friendship Missionary Baptist Church
3300 31st St. S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300 www.fmbctheship.net
Email: fmbc3300@verizon.net

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

Dr. John A. Evans, Pastor

WORSHIP EXPERIENCES

Sunday Worship .......................................................................7:45 a.m. and 10:45 a.m.
Sunday School......................................................................................................9:30 a.m.
Wednesday ..............................Noonday Wednesday in the Word and Bread of Life
7:00 p.m. Prayer and Wednesday in the Word
7:00 p.m. Youth Enrichment
Our Mission: Friendship Missionary Baptist Church is a family of believers in
Christ, reaching out to the world, preaching the gospel to the unsaved and
teaching the saved to serve by demonstrating the Love of Christ.

CHURCH NEWS
St. Mark MBC

Friendship MBC
Consider this your Official Boarding Pass. Where,
Dr. John A. Evans, Sr., Pastor/Captain and First Lady
Teresa L. Evans (have a heart
for the people), the Official
Family and Members welcome you aboard the SS
Friendship Missionary Baptist Church (The Ship), we
trust that your time with us,
first
as
an
honored
visitor/guest and if the Lord
says so, become a part of our
Church Family. We set sail
every Wednesday starting
our with our Bread of Life
Ministry at 11:00 am, followed by Wednesday in the
Word (the Learning Arm of
our church) at 12:00 noon
and again at 7:00 pm. We
drop our Anchor until Sundays, where we set sail again
with our Early Morning Worship Service at 7:45 am,
Church Sunday School (the
Teaching Arm of our faith)
begins at 9:30 pm and finally
our Mid Morning Worship
Service at 10:45 am. All are
Welcomed to use this Boarding Pass to experience the
“It;s just nice to be nice”
church. Don't sit out church,
God has Blessed us to much,
we owe Him at least a Thank
You.
“The Ship” won't sail
without You! For additional
information on any of the announcements, please contact
us by the following methods:
Friendship Missionary Baptist Church, 3300 31st Street
South, St. Petersburg, Florida
33712 - Church Office: (727)
906-8300
E-Mail:

fmbc3300@verizon.net
NOW “Live Streaming”: Visit
us – Website: www.fmbctheship.net - Facebook - Friendship Missionary Baptist
Church and WCBDA Website: www.expericencethecoast.com
Transporttion is available
- Call the Church at (727) 9068300 – Monday – Friday from
9:00 AM – 3:00 PM.
December at the Ship
Mark Your Calendar
Keep Praying – Texas,
The US Virgin Islands,
Puerto Rico, Mexico & California, and those families and
survivors of Las Vegas.
The Bread of Life Ministry-Meals are available each
Wednesday for the Season
Saints or those in need.
Please see Sister Renetta
Williams for further clarity or
call the church office 727 9068300.
The Friendship Angel
Tree Project is requesting
that your Angel Tree ID
Sticker is placed on the gift,
that the gifts are wrapped or
in a gift bag, and returned to
the Church by December 3,
2017, your gifts can also be
dropped off at the Church Office, Monday – Friday, 9:00
am until 3:00 pm. Thank you,
Sis. Brenda Dennie and the
Angel Tree Staff will be on
duty every Sunday both services to receive your Angel
Tree Gifts.
Tuesday, December 5,
2017 at 6:00 pm – Drama Ministry “You are Good” Rehearsal for Adults and
Children.

The Last Wednesday
Night Live for 2017, December 6, 2017 at 7:00 pm. Pastor
is asking that the Adult Mass
Choir, Male Chorus and First
Sunday Ushers and Nurses
to serve. Communion will be
served after the Worship.
The Tribes of Asher (November) and Naphtali (December) will be in charge of the
Love Fellowship Dinner-Please see Your Captains as
soon as possible. Thank you.
Friday, December 8, 2017
from 7:00 pm – 8:00 pm, The
Year End Church Conference
will be held, Pastor Evans is
encouraging each member to
be in attendance.
Sunday, December 24,
2017 Christmas Drama Presentation and Worship Service
Schedule TBA.
December 18-30, 2017 –
The Annual Ministries and
Auxiliaries Advent Vacation
will commence. Enjoy your
time of rest and relaxation
with your family and friends.
However, more impartially
enjoy celebrating Emmanuel
our Lord and Savior who is
with us.
Sunday, December 31,
2017, Watch Night Service at
9:45 pm. Our Guest Preacher
will be Dr. Joseph Gordan,
Pastor Emeritus of the Pleasant Grove Baptist Church.
Our own Pastor, Dr. John A.
Evans, Sr., will bring the Closing Message for 2017. Pastor
is asking the Adult Mass
Choir, the Male Chorus and
the Music Team to serve. All
Ushers and Nurses Ministries to also serve.

The St. Mark Missionary Baptist Church, its
pastor, the Reverend
Brian K. Brown, its official staff of Deacons and
Trustees, and the entire
congregation, extends to
the community at large,
its wish that there would
be an overflowing of
God’s blessings upon
their lives. St. Mark is
grounded in a Christ-centered doctrine that has as
its central core, the belief
that we are a haven of
hope, help, and healing
for a lost world hungry
and thirsty for the word of
God. At St. Mark, we as a
body of believers are
Christians willing to work
and partner in unity, praising God for the awesome
gift of His son, Jesus
Christ.

Events for December
Dec 5 - Church Outing
– Mt. Pilgrim M. B.
Church at 7:00 p.m. A Celebration of the Church’s
38th Anniversary (Rev.
Clark Hazley, Sr. Pastor)
Dec 8 - South Florida
Progressive Association
Joint Sessions for Congresses 2 and 6 beginning
at 7:30 p.m. Speaker of
the hour will be Rev.
Joseph Gordon. Hosted
by St. Mark.
Dec 16 - Christmas
with the Community Program – 10:00 a.m. at St.
Mark
Dec 25 - Christmas
Day-Church
Office
Closed
Dec 31 - Watch Night
Services beginning at
10:00 p.m.
Sunday school held

for both children and
adults of all ages. Sunday
school starts each Sunday
morning at 9:30 a.m. All
are invited to come out
and join us.
Young Adult Ministry
(YAMS) Every Sunday:
9:30 a.m.
Mime/Praise Dance
Rehearsal on Sundays:
2:00-4:00 p.m.
St. Mark Tutoring
Program: Tutoring every
Monday and Wednesday
from 5:00 p.m. – 6:30 p.m.
Sunday School Teachers’ Meeting: held every
Tuesday: 7:00 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power
Bible Study: held every
Wednesday: 9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and
Bible
Study:
every
Wednesday evening: 7:00
p.m.

The Rock of Jesus
The Rock of Jesus
church family is overjoyed to
announce the celebration of
our pastor, Rev. Frank W. Peterman Jr. on his 15th pastoral anniversary with more
than 20 in the ministry,
teaching, preaching, counseling and being a servant
for the Lord.
Theme: “Celebrating the
life of ministry in a changing
world”
Scriptures:
Jeremiah
29:11-13, John 14:6.

Dates: Dec. 3-10
Evening services at 7
p.m. with a banquet on Dec.
8 at 6 p.m. at Empath
Health, 3050 First Ave. S, St.
Petersburg.
The Rock of Jesus
church family extends an
open invitation to the entire
community to come and help
us celebrate a highlight in
our pastor’s and church’s life
with a blessing and wish him
and the first family well.

Pastor’s Corner
BY REV. DR. DORAL R. PULLEY,
SPIRITUAL LEADER
Unity Temple of Truth Church

Expansion – Matthew 8:8
Jesus Christ was very sociable. He
attended social events. He visited the
home of friends, disciples and even
strangers. Although Jesus Christ was sociable, people recognized his authority
as a teacher and power as a miracle
worker. Spirituality does not mean isolation. We, too, can be friendly and sociable
without
compromising
our
spirituality.
A centurion, a captain of 100 soldiers,
had a servant that was having a health
challenge. He approached Jesus Christ
to heal the servant. Jesus Christ o ered
to come to the centurion’s home and
heal the servant. The centurion explained that the house visit was unnecessary because the only thing that was
needed was the word.
The centurion knew the power of his

own words. Therefore, he knew that
Jesus Christ’s words had just as much, if
not more, power. He knew that if Jesus
Christ spoke the word of health that his
servant would be healed. Jesus expanded in Christ consciousness as a result of this social interaction with the
centurion who had faith in him. Jesus
Christ experienced a more e ective and
e cient way of healing, speaking the
word.
The holidays are a time when lots of
social gatherings take place. Through social interaction, we also can expand in
Christ consciousness. Social fitness is
beholding the Christ in every person
and seeing each situation as an opportunity for growth. Through being socially,
we are transformed, and we learn new
and better ways of doing things.

The men’s group of
St. Augustine's Episcopal Church

2920 26th Ave. South
will hold their parish YARD SALE on
Friday, 12/01/17 and
Saturday 12/02/17.
Time:
9:30am to 3:30pm
on both days.
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